
The Top-10 Most Shocking Facts 
About America’s Failed Healthcare System

10) Medical bills are the leading cause of bankruptcy in the U.S., even though more than 75% of
those declaring bankruptcy had health insurance at the start of their illness.  Currently, 16¢ out1

of every dollar is spent on healthcare. Even though healthcare spending in the U.S. is 350%2 

higher than America’s 2009 Department of Defense budget,  at least 44,000 adults die each year3

due to lack of health insurance.  The uninsured have a 40% higher risk of death than those with4

private insurance.5

9) The number of unnecessary medical and surgical procedures performed annually in the U.S.
is 7.5 million. The number of people exposed to unnecessary hospitalization annually is 8.96 

million. These two figures combined indicate that every day 45,000 Americans are being7 

unnecessarily hospitalized or subjected to unnecessary surgery. 

8) In 2008, U.S. physicians wrote 3.84 billion prescriptions for pharmaceutical drugs.  This is8

prescription writing at the rate of one each month for every person living in the U.S.—to the tune
of over $290 billion. For these drugs of questionable effectiveness, each year Americans spend9 

over $30 billion on cholesterol and blood sugar drugs, $24 billion on antidepressants and anti-10 

psychotic drugs,  $20 billion on cancer drugs,  and $15 billion on pain and sleep drugs.11 12 13 These
are just some of the outpatient costs.

7) In 2003, a top executive of the pharmaceutical giant Glaxo-SmithKline—Dr. Alan Roses, world-
wide vice president of genetics—admitted that more than 90% of prescription drugs are effective
for only 30-50% of those who take them.  Some industry analysts said Dr Roses’ comments were14

reminiscent of the 1991 gaffe by Gerald Ratner, a British jewelry store magnate who famously
said that his high street shops are successful because they sell “total crap.”15

6) Over 100,000 hospital deaths occur every year in the U.S. as the result of correctly-prescribed
prescription drugs, and another 125,000 die due to incorrectly-prescribed drugs.  These16

unnecessary deaths are equivalent to a World Trade Center disaster every week for a year-and-
a-half. 

5) The total number of U.S. deaths caused by medical errors of all types ranges from 800,000 to
one million every year. This figure represents at least six jumbo-jet crashes every day for a year.17. 

4) The cumulative 10 year estimate of deaths from all types of medical errors is more than eight
million Americans, which is almost three times more human lives than all the deaths from all the
wars that America has fought in its entire history.18

3) In 1972, a two-month work stoppage by doctors in Bogotá, Columbia led to a 35% decline in
deaths. In 1976 during a work slowdown by doctors in Los Angeles protesting against the sharp
increase in premiums for liability insurance, the strike was responsible for more deaths prevented
than lives lost. In 1983, during a four-and-a-half month health care interruption by the Israeli
Medical Association, mortality fell sharply. A similar event occurred in Israel in 2000. In all of these
instances, once doctors were back at work full time, mortality returned to the previous levels.19

2) Of the roughly 200 countries assessed, the U.S. ranks #1 in healthcare spending, #50 in life20 

expectancy, and #37 in the overall healthcare system performance.21 22

1) In the United States, the odds of being killed by conventional medicine are almost 20 times
(2,000%) greater than being killed in an automobile accident  and almost 30 times (3,000%)23

greater than being killed by a gun.  The conclusion is that the American medical system is the24

leading cause of death and injury in the United States.25
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